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A Study of “Shikubi no egao”

in Harusame-monogatari

Toshikazu KATSUKURA

“Shikubi no egao” a tragic tale of romantic love is based upon the report of the actual
event in a village on the northern outskirts of Kyoto, in 1767. The tragedy in this tale may
be seen to result from Gozo’s indecisive character. But the smile that remains on Mune’s
lifeless face symbolizes the victory of their pure love over the squalid world.



