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Characteristics of Boutiques in Hokkaido

HATSUZAWA, Toshio

On this study, I have investigated characteristics of boutiques in Hokkaido. The conclusion
is following :

In Hokkaido, there are 7,458 apparel shops. It forms 4.2% of all Japan and stands 6th
place of all prefectures. But the numbers of shops per capita forms only 91% and sales
volume of shops per capita forms 97% of all Japan.

Many boutiques in Hokkaido were opened in 1980’s. But, in 1990’s, because of the serious
recession, only few boutiques were opened. Most of boutiques’ number of employees and sales
volume are small. Their handling clothes lean toward in the fashion of middle aged women.

They are able to be divided with company scale. Large class companies have dealings with
apparel makers in Tokyo. But many middle class companies have transactions with wholesale
stores in Tokyo, and small class companies trade with wholesale stores in Sapporo.

Company size is related with business connections.

Only few boutiques have private brands. In Hokkaido, industrial foundation is not enough,

so they cannot manufacture high fashion clothes. The characteristics of regional industrial

foundation have an effect on regional commerce.



