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Sustaining Factors of Hirashimizu China Industrial Region,
Yamagata City

HATSUZAWA, Toshio

The location of china industry is limited on raw materials, and its skills and goods are different from
each industrial region. So, sustaining factors of china industrial regions (skill training, making sure of
raw materials, finding new market, etc.) are succeeded by each industrial region. On this study, I have
clarified the industrial structure and sustaining factors of Hirashimizu china industrial region,
Yamagata City.

The most important factor to sustain industrial region is skill training system. On Hirashimizu
region, basic skill of china industry is trained by each family or company. But there is not a high level
skill training system. So makers keep company with makers on other regions, and learns new skills.

Raw materials —clay and stone— are mined on Mt. Chitose —located on Hirashimizu region—,
so many makers are particular about local materials. But, in recent years, the quality of materials has
dropped. It is difficult to keep the level of goods if makers use only local materials. Many makers
must use other regions’ materials.

On Hirashimizu region, manufactured goods were changed to folk handicrafts in 1960s. But they
could not find new market and distributive machinery is not prepared. Their main market is limited to
tourists’ demands. To make sure of market is very important.

The sustaining factors of Hirashimizu china industrial region are loosing their effect. On this
report, I have examined about skill training system, raw materials and market. These factors are
closely related with each other. To promote industrial region and re-organize industrial structure, we

must exam comprehensively.



