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Changes of Hot Spring Tourism and Traditional
Industries on Naruko Town, Miyagi Prefecture

HATSUZAWA, Toshio

On this study, I have made clear about the characteristics and relation of hot spring tourism and
traditional industries on Naruko area. The conclusions are following ;
1. Hot spring hotels in Naruko area are divided to large scale hotels (the capacity of them are
more than 80 persons) and small ones. Their equipments and characteristics of guests are different
from both groups. But yearly turn over and prices are decided by each hotel's strategy, and do not -
have connection with scale of hotels.
2. Hot spring hotels have some relation with shops in Naruko area to buy some foods and souvenirs
of trip. But their trade is small and relation of them is not close. To promote local industries, some
large scale hotels understand the needs of closely relation with shops and industries in Naruko area.
But many of small scale hotels do not think so. Cooperation of hotels is not enough.
3. Naruko kokeshi-doll industry is a very famous traditional industry in Japan. Many craftsmen
sold their products to hot spring tourists. Hot spring tourism was sustaining base of kokeshi-doll
industry. But after the rapid growth of economy, many craftsmen sell their products to shops on
urban area, and have lost the relation to hot spring hotels in Naruko.
4 . Naruko japan industry is also famous traditional industry. But it declined with growth of
kokeshi-doll industry. Many craftsmen changed their products from japan to kokeshi-doll. Now, the
scale of Naruko japan industry is very small and industrial relations are hardly damaged. But they
developed some new products and try to promote industry.
5. In Naruko area, relation of hot spring hotels and industries is very weak. But, now, there are
some personal groups which try to promote area. To promote Naruko area, hot spring hotels,
craftsmen and citizens must tie up each other.



